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a proclaimed Home Ruler. He pursued in the House a
course entirely independent of either Liberal or Con-
servative Government, and he rendered great service to
the movement for an improved Land Tenure System
for Ireland, by his writings as well as by his speeches.
It is stated, and I believe with perfect truth, that when
Mr. Gladstone's Government was preparing a Land
Tenure Bill for Ireland, a draft of the first scheme was
sent to Russell with a request that he would furnish
the Cabinet with any suggestions for its improvement.
Russell read the draft Bill carefully through, and found
it utterly weak and inadequate for its purpose. He
returned it with the brief observation that the only im-
provement he could suggest was to put the draft into
the fire. The Bill took a much stronger form after this
suggestion, and opened a new era in land legislation for
Ireland. Russell's success in the House of Commons
was distinct and beyond question, although he never
found an opportunity there for obtaining such a position
as he won for himself in his more suitable field for
action as an advocate at the Bar. He proved a thorough
friend of the Irish Nationalist Party, although he never
was actually identified with their action, and indeed on
one memorable occasion entered into a sharp and bril-
liant personal encounter with Parnell himself. I had
the honour of being defended by Sir Charles Russell, as
he then was, when I found myself arraigned with a
number of my friends, no more guilty than I, on a
charge of having fomented conspiracy for murder. This
was at the time of the Parnell Commission, when Sir
Charles Russell's cross-examination disposed of the
Pigott forgeries in a few moments, and when his speech
for the defence became one of the historic triumphs of
England's forensic eloquence. Sir Charles Russell and
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